„ 
Auniverſary Con vention 


w— 


| ” 
1 
„ . | | 


. At Beflon, May 26, 1726, "I ; 


np ; | 


eee eee 


", 


-— 


FFP ww. 5 aw A 3 my — 


THE. 


Great _ Duty | 
MINISTERS 


To Advance the Kingdom of 


G OD 


And their Comfort in 


Fellow-hclpers to this WORK. i 1 


AS ERM ON 


Preached at the Annual Con- 
vention of Miniſters at 
Boſton, May 26. 1 7 2 6 


Adama Me | 


By By UUtlliam TUnllams, MA. 
Paſtor of theChurch of CHRIST Tn Her field x 


Luk. 9 "60: —— Go thou and preach the 
„e of GOD. | 
2 Cor. 8. 23. —— Titus be is my Pariner & 
and Sellow-velper. EA CANO | 


IIBOSTO ON: Printed by S. Kneeland and 
FT. Green, for S. Gerriſh & D. Henchman, 
and Sold at their Shops. 1 7 2 6. / 


. % : 

— —— — 1 2 
mY my - — 

2 5 4 f i : 1 * * r ** D * = 2 

* * 4 PSY .- * ry bs oh AM Fe | 


— —_ mn 


"— 


Great Duty of Miniſters 


T O 
Advance theKingdomofGOD. 
IM COL. IV. 1X 5 


— Theſe only are my Fellow helpers to the 
ed of GOD, which have been a com- 
fort unto me. 


AT is beyond m . that 
MATS 8 my Life „ prolonged to 
IN meet you hi Day, and once more 
E: do ſee the faces of ſo many whom 
NN ESPE) I wiſh may long continue faith- 

ful and ſucceſsful Labourers in 
the Kingdom of Chriſt ; and that you may in 
the End of your Days receive the happy Euge 
of your Judge, and have many Seals of your 
Miniſtry, who may be your Crown of rejoycing 
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2 The Great Duty of Mi niſters 


in the Day of Chriſt. I appear not as one capa- 
ble of informing you of Truths which you 
know nor, but to ſt;r up your pure Minds by 
way of Remembrance, of ſome things which 
ſhould be chiefly regarded as the principal 
End of our Miniſtry, even that we may ſub- 
ſerve to the flouriſhing of Chriſt's Ki:.gdom 
amongſt us. Ai 
The Portion of the Holy Writings which I 
intend as the Subject of my Diſcourſe,is very 
plain and eaſy to be underſtood, a d dont re- 
quite time to be ſpent in the Explication of 
it. 
We are minded in it, of Two Things, 
T. What is the Dury of Miniflcrs, ſcil. To 
be Workers to the Kingdom of Gol, or of Chrilt, 
who is true God, To be ſubſe- vient ro God 
in erecting and advancing his Kingdom, the 
ſpecial defign whereof is to bring Maykind 
from their bondage under the Tyranny of | 
Satan and their own Luſts, under the gracious 
Government of Chriſt, that they may be pre- 
pared for the Kingdom of Glory. This is the | 
Kingdom which the God of Heaven hath ſet 
ap, and which ſhall never be dejiroyed, but 
ſhall ſtand forever. Dan 2: 44. A Kingdom 
it is which no ways interferes with the Rights 
of the Kings of the Earth, but more than any 
thing ſerves to make them fir eaſy upon their 
Thrones : great honour is put upon thoſe who 
ate Co- workers with God to promote this 
Kingdom. I ſhall more particularly explain 
the Nature of it under the Doctrine: 
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2. We are here minded, that it was matter 
of Comfort to this holy Apoſile ; that he had 
theſe Fellow workers with him, here mention- 
ed. He was himſelf abundant in his Labours, 
In preaching and travelling to propagate the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and to gain Subjetts to 
His Kingdom. But they who do moſt can't 
do all that needs to be done in ſo great a 
Work, ſo difficult in it ſelf & of ſuch extent: 
ſo that there's reaſon that they who love and 
long for the Advancement of this Kingdom, 
ſhould rejoyce in it, when they ſee others 
unitirg their Endeavours with their own to 
further the Proſperity of ir. 


DOCTRINE. 

It zs the great Work of Miniflers to endeavour 
tbe Advancement of the Kingdom of GOD, 
and a great Comfort 10 thoſe who are faiths 
Fully endeavouring it, to find others united 


ſ with them in that Deſign. 


The Doctrine may be ſpoken to under theſe 
Two Prop'ſitions. 


— 


PROP. I. Ir is the great Work of Miniſters 
1% endeavour the Advancement of God's 
Kingdom, 

PROP. II. It is a great Comfort to thoſe wha 
are faithful in this Work to ſee others joint: 
ly engaged in it. 


PROP. I. Ir is the great Work of Miniſters 


to endeavour the Advancement of God's - 
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Under this Propofition I may ſhew, that the 
Kingdom of God is Twofo!d, 


1. The Kingdom of Providence: which ex- 


tends to all Things in Heaven, Earth & Hell; 
to: the viſible & inviſible World; He that 
made all things hath a right to govern them, 
to give what Laws to them he thinks fit, and 
to employ his Creatures to what zes he 
pleaſes. It belongs to his providentiat Go- 
vernment to provide for all his Creatufes, te 
maintain their beings and power of Operation, 
To ſet up in Subordination to himſelf whom 


he will, and to continue them as long as he 


will, and moſt wiſely and powerfully to over- 
rule all their Deſigns and Actions to his own 
Glory, And in doing of theſe Things much 
of the Divine Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs 
is diſplayed. A due Obſervation whereof af- 


fords much matrer of Admiration. They are 


greatly honourd by God who are gifted. and 
ſanctified by him ro ſubſerve his Will in this 
rovidential Adminiſtration. And are to be 
fooked upon as the Pillars and Shields of tbe 
Earth. But in diſtinction from this, there is, 
2. A Kingdom of Grace. Such a Kingdom 
God hath ever had in the World, a number 
that hath been the willing Subjects of it, but 
it hath heen much more enlarged fince the 
coming of Chriſt, The Scriptures often call 
this the Kn of Heaven, Mat. 3-2. & 10.7. 
=—— Preach ſaying. the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
band. i, e TheFv2:gelical State of the Church 
is now ſpeedily to be introduced, And it is 
fly repreſented to us by this eg 
3 Title 
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Monarch, a living ſupream Head ſer over it, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ts whom all Power and 
Authority is given, Mat. 28. 18. God gives 
him the Title of a King, B. 2. 6, I have ſes 
my King upon my holy Hilf Zion. He hath 2 
royal Scepier, put into his Hand, called the 
Rod of his Strength. Ffal. 110. 3. Which! de- 
notes a fulneſs of Power and Wiſdom to 3 
manage all the Affairs of it. He hath a full . 
right to give Laws unto it, and hath actually 3 
done it. He hath a Throne both in the Hea- A 
vens and in the Hearts and Conſciences of all 
his Subjects, and can ſway his Scepter in the 
Conſciences of as many as he will. 

There are many royal Immunities and Pri- 
viledges belonging to this Kingdom, and Re- 
wards and Puniſhments diſpenſed by this glo- 
tious King : even ſuch as become his royal 
Stare and Authority, not temporal only but 
eternal too, which che greateſt Monarchs on 
Earth cannot pretend to: P/al. 89. 27. He is 
higher than th Kings of the Earth. And 103.19: 
The Lord bath prepared bis Throne in the Hea- 
vens, and bis Kingdom ruleth over all. And 
they moſt of all deſerve the Character of 
Wiſe, who being the Kings and Fudges of the 
Earth, acknowledge this King and ſtoop to his 
Sceprer. 00 | 


* 


aw —— 


= 


oo 
We» 


"SM 


- 
* 
1 

— 

” 
4 
. 


It is this Kingdom of Grace which our Text 
hath Reference unto. Which it is the great 
Work and Duty of Goſpel Minifters to endea- 
your the Advancement of, as being ſpecially 
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appointed by Chrift as his Servants and Offi» 
cers in it. Here it may be e:quired,  _ 
Q. How ſhould Minifters endeavour the Ad- 
vancement of this Kingdom. 1 4 
A. 1. By ſerring forib the Glory of Chrift who 
is the Head of this Kingdom, and to whom the 
chief Adminiſtration of all the Affairs of it 
doth, belong. The Preaching of Chriſt is a 
gaze eſſential Part of our Work, to ſet 
orth the Glory of Chriſt, in the Wonderful- 
neſs of his Perſon, Natures, Offices and Benefits. 
A clear Knowledge of which Things is of the |} 
bighelt [ſe to the Safety, Benefit and Com- | 
fort of our Heaters: And it is not only Chriſt | 
cruciſi d which we ſhould with the Apoſtle, 1 
1 Cor. 2. 2. make it our thorow care to pro= |} 
claim and publiſh, but alſo with him to teſ- 
tify that this Jeſus, who was once ignomini- } 
ouſly crucified is now by the right hand of God 
exalicd, tobe a Prince and a Saviour, to give Re- 1 
pentance to Iſrael, and remiſhon ef Sins, Acts. 5. 
31. And we have no reatlon to fear that it 
will be interpreted as if we were carrying on 
p any treaſonable deſigu againſt the State, whilſt 

we proclaim another King, even JESUS; that | 
we extoll him as the beſt of Kings, own bim 
the moſt true and, Carbalic King, that his | 
Authority is moſt rightful and indiſputable, 
that he is veſted in hisOffice by Nature, rant 
and Purchaſe ; and thence none haye ſo good | 


a Right and: Title to rule as. this King whom 
God hath ſer upon his holy hill of Zion. His 
Government runs through the whole circuit N 
ef Nature and Providence Jie bath power . 0 
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ell fleſh, John 17. 2, Yea every thing in the 
Barth, and under rhe Earth muſt bow ro him, 
Pbil. 2. 10. The Supporters of his Throne 
are Fuſlice and Mercy ; he has the greateſt 
State and Magnificence. He maketh the Clouds 
bis Chariots, and rides upon the Wings of the 
Wind. He can powerfully and ſpeedily diſ- 
penſe Judgments and Mercies as he pleaſerh; 
All the Hoſts of Heaven ſtand ready to fulfil 
his Will; he is ſuch a King as none can re- 
filt and controll, a King whoſe Power teach- 
es not only to the Bodies of Men, but to rheit 
Hearts and Conſciences, and it is in them in 
a peculiar manner that he eres his Throne 


on Earth; and where he &clights to reign 


and dwell, * 

2. By publiſhing the Laws of his Kingdom and 
preffing them upon the Hearts of Men. To let 
them know that if they fail the royal Lach 
they h do well, Fam. 2. 8, To declare him 
to be the only Lord and Lawgiver in his 
Churches, that he and none but be can give 
any Laws to bind the Conſciences of Men. Men 
have often attempted and ſome haye oſurped 
a Power to give Laws reſpetting the Worſhip 


of God, and how the Affairs of bis Houſe 


ſhould be adminiftred, and what Officers were 
beſt ro be eftabliſhed in it. But we muſt 
ſtrictly adhere to the Rules which Chriſt hath 


left us, without adding to, or diminiſhing 


from them. And as veſted with Authority 


from Chriſt we muſt nor ſhun to declare 


the whole Counſel of God: To preſs the Pre- 
cept of Repentarce. Faith and Goſpel walk- 
1 5 é B 2 ing 
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ing in the great Duties of Love to God and 
Men, in all perſonal, relative and public Du+ 
ries, for Chrilt's Commandments are exceeding 
broad, and extend to the whole compaſs ot 
our Converſggion, And he commands us, to 
Reef bis Precepts diligently, Eſal. 119. 4. He 
will not be put off with ſome partial Regards, 
that Men be zZealaqus to 1:the Mint and Annie, 
whilſt they omir the weightier matters of the 
Law, nor if they do theſe, mult they /cave the 
leſſer . undone. They . muſt eſpecially be ac- 


quainted what are the Eſſentials of Chriſt's 


Kingdom; That it is not meat and drink, but 
righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy. in the Holy 
Ghoſt, Kom. 14. 17. > #5 {od | — 

Tney underſtand little of the noble Deſign 
of Chriſtianity, whoſe Zeal mainly carries 
them to things circumſtantial and indifferent, 
and neglect to promote a conformity to the 
Patterns and Precepts of Chriſt in the Con- 
jciences and Converſations of Men. 

3. They ſhould jay open the Priviledges of 
Chriſt's Kingdom: The Safety and . Dignity of 
thoſe who are the Subjects of it. Other 
Kings need the Eltates, Bodies and Lives of 
Their Subjects many times to guard their Per- 
ſons and defend their Dignity. But Chriſt is 
ſuch a King as is himſelf able not only to 
TJecure his ora Honour, but to protect and de- 
fend his Prop/e from all his and their Enemies: 
can limit and reſtrain, them, can .cxu/b tbem 
toit h a rod of Iron, and break them in pieces as 
4 Potters V:ſſel. Can not only bind their 
Hands, but change their Hearts Whenever he 
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pleaſerh, So that they may triumph in his 
cond utt and protection. And ſay, be be for 
as who can be againſt js, Rom. 8. 31. Chriſt's 
Honour is concerned in his Peoples Szfery,and 
he will in due time cauſe them to ſet their 
feet upon the necks of their Enemies, even 
the molt ſubtle and powerful ot them, Rom. 
16. 20. The God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan un- 
der your feet ſhorily. Through Chriſt ſtreng- 
thening of them, they ſhall be conqueyors and 
more than conquerors. over Satan, the World, 
and the Luſtæ of their own Hearts, which others 
are miſerable ſlaves unto, And undoubtedly 
we are arrived near unto that Day, wherein 
Chriſt will be glorified in the Church and 
World, and the Dominion ſhall be given to the 
Saints of the moſi High, It is certain Chriſt 
will be finally victorious, | 
And as their Safety ſo their Dignity is great 


who are Chriſt's Subjects. His Laws are 


ſuch as it is for their honour to ſubmit uo. 
Thoſe over whom Chriſt rules are made 1750 
John 8. 36. They who have by experience 
learned the nature and end of Chriſt's Goverr= 
ment, eſteem it not ſo much a Service as a 
Benefit; and will acknowledge his Toke to be 
eaſy and his Burden. to be ligbt, (Mat. 11. 28.) 
For they find his Commands to be hoh, juſt 
and good, and his Aſſiſtance ſeaſonable and ſuf- 
ficient- And find him to be a meek and mer- 
ciful King, ready to pity their Weakneſs, and 


Pardon their Defects when he ſees their Wil- 


lingneſs. And as Chriſt's Sobjects are well 
protected and aſſiſted, ſo they ate well . 
0 60 
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ed jor, He gives them a large allowance, az 
the A poſtle ſhews, 2 Cor. 2.21. Al! things are 
yours —, And they ſhall have a Bleſſing : 
with and a ſanctified Uſe of all their Enjoy“ 
ments and Trials. He will be ready to encou- ( 
rage them in his Work, and comfort them 
under their Burdens. | is fa 

4. They ſhould be ſetting forth the greatneſs of | 
the Rewards and the terribleneſs of the Puniſh 
ments which be bath added as Sanftions to hi- 
Laws. No King was ever able to reward his 
faithful Subjects, or puniſh his Enemies as 
Chriſt can bie. His Promiſes ate excceding 
great and precious, his Threatnings exceeding 
dreadful and terrible. He is ſuch a King cobo 
is Fuft and bath Salvation to beſtow upon bis 
| Followers. He tells us, he toi! give unſo them 
L 4 Kingdom, They who now faithfully ſerve 
| him, ſhall hereafter reign with him, he will 
exalr them to the higheſt Honour. He will 
n= think Heaven itſelf roo much ro beſtow 
upon, nor Eternity roo long to reward his 


Followers in. | 
And on the other hand, his Threatnings 
are not leſs dreadful to thoſe who refuſe Sub- 
Jection to his Sovereignty, who ſay either in 
their Hearts or Practice, we wil! not have bin 
reign over us, He will vindicate his own 
onour and ſee execution done upon his Ene- 
mies. He tells us, Luk. 19. 27. The Day will 
come when he will ſay, Bring forth thefe mine 
Enemies that would not that I ſhould reign over 
them and ſlay them before ne. None of his 
FREE Ute 19 GUNty 281 Efape ls" -ivnk, | 
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nor ſo powerful as to withſtand it. No Pri- 
ſon ſo dreadful as Hell. No Tormentors ſs 
formidable as Devils, No Pain ſo exquiſite 
as the fire of Wrath, and the Worm of Con- 
ſcience upbraiding the Sinner-with his fooliſh 
Choice in preferring Satan's Flatteries before 
Chrilts Promiſes, 

Theſe are ſuch things as our bleſſed Savi- 
our in the courſe of his Miniſtry more eſpeci- 
ally iofiſted on, and was herein a Pattern to 
Goſpel Miniſters, Now the deſign of infiſt- 
Log On, theſe things is to bring our Hearers to 
a due Subjection ro this molt rightful, and. 
wiſe, and merciful King; to chuſe bim for 
their Lord as well as Saviour, to receive the 
Law at bis Mouth, To renounce other Lords 
that bave had dominion over them, and ſo ro 
enJoy the immunities, honours and rewards 
of his Kirgdom; to dread his Diſpleaſure, 
To kiſs the Son leſt be be angry, and ibey periſh 


from the way. In theſe things their Safety 


and Happineſs confifts ; and to this Kingdom 
we find -their Hearis moſt oppoſite, and fill'd 
with miſapprebenſions of ir, and prejudices 
againſt it, very hardly brought ro leave their 
bondage State, ſo that if our ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments have not Divine Enforcements they 
will not prevail. | 

5. Ey ufing that Autherity which Chrifl bath 
veſted tbe m with according 10 his Direficn, 
Theſe whom Chriſt ſends upon this Errard to 
advance his Kingdom he hath delegated an 
Authority unto, put the Krys of tbe Kingdom 
of Heaven into their Hand; they are not orly, 
E ras a er Ea Teachers 
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Teachers but Rulers in the Houſe of God; they 
are to be ſo acknowledged and ſubmirred to; 
now this is the molt invidious part of their 
Work, to reprove and rebuke for Sin, and cen- 


fare Otfenders ;  theretore here is required 


the greateſt Prudence and Fidelity. And we 
muſt be ſatisfied that the Honour of Chriſt, 
and the good of the Souls with whom we are 
thus Concerned, have a governing influence 
upon us herein; and that there be . manifeſt 


I” Tranſgreſſions of the Laws of Chriſt, and theſe 


Tranſgreſſions obſtinately perſiſted in, on 
which our Ad monitions or Cenſutes are 
grounded. And great care ſhould be uſed 
that our Zeal be nor mixed with Paſſion, or 
private Intereſts of our own, remembring to 
imitate the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt. 
And that the Power given us is, for Edification 
and not for Deſtruction. Otherwiſe we are in 
danger of weakening the Kingdom of Chriſt 
inſtead of advancing of it. 


PRO pP. II. Ir zs a great Comſort to the Faith- 
ful Miniflers of Chriſt to find others joints 

D engaged in this Work, 
Under this Propaſition I may ſhew, 
1. That Aſiniſters ſhould be Fellow workers, 
or jointly concerned that ibey may build up 
Chris Kingdom, and ſerve the Intereſts of it. 
Tuis ſhould be endeavoured, - 3 
(..) By heir united Prayers for one another. 


Not only ſhould Miniſters pray for their Peo- 
ple, and People for their Miniſters, but they 


ſhould often be praying one for anotber, Thee 
| Aten eg 
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they may have prudence; and patience, and 
courage to fulfil their Miniſtry, and the ſeve- 
ral parts of their Office. Theſe may be pre- 
ſumed to be able to do it muſt feelirgly and 
aft<Ctionarely, as being experimeutally ac- 
qusinted with the Burdens, Temprations and 
Difficult es attendi-g of it: what Lahour and 
Patience are neceflary, what an exerciſe to 
- their own Spirits it is to ſpe detheit time ard 
ftrergth in vain; to ſee their Meſſiges flight- 
td, aid their moſt compaſhonate pertwaſions 
and intreaties rrampled upon, and poi.bly to 
meet with nor ſo much as a Kind look, or 2 
mark ot civil reſpett from thoſe for whoſe 
belt good they heartily ſtudy, labour & pray; 
yea, poſſibly alienarions and reproaches from 
ſuch whom they have thro' conſcience of Du- 
ty faithfully warned and reproved. They 
cannot but know what need ſuch have that 
their love to Chriſt and compaſhon to Sguls 
be invigorated : That they may not fink uns 
der theſe Trials, nor abate of their Diligence 
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je and Faithtulneſs, nor be left to ſay. We will 
a ſprak ro more in the Name of the Lord. Surely 
| Moſes's Prayer for Levi is ipſtructive to vs 

Mill: Dent. 23.8, 9. Let thy Thammim; Re. 
E Thar they might obtain Grace to fhew' the 
5 ſame coutage and impartiality, Sth 
ſh (2:) By their Endeavours to render the Minſ- 

terial Gifts and Graces of others as uſeful us 
9 pHible. From the ſelt ſame Spitit, who divides 1 
- to every man ſrvetaliy as be till, ore given di- | 
y  v-rſtries of G ts, the deſign of which is the 
r Edification of the body of Chriſt. Ard as the | 
V i 
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Wiſdom of the Diſpenſer of them ſees this va- 
riety neceſſaty, ſo Miniſterial Prudence ſhould 
teach us to help forward their Uſefulneſs ; by 
giving them as their is occaſion their due 
Praiſe &Encouragement : Thoſe that are frong, 
ſhould not deſpiſe thoſe that are weaker, nor 
theſe envy or by any means obſcure or leſſen 
the Gifts of thoſe which out- ſhine theirs; but 
rather rejoyce in them and bleſs God for 
them. 54 

This is one way wherein bamility the chief- 
eſt of Chriſtian Vertues ſhould appear in us. 
How unworthy of AMiniſters is it to ſupplant 
and depreciate one another. A thing it is, ve- 
ry grateful to Satan and his Inſtruments, but 
diſhonourable to Chriſt, and tends much to 
leſſen their Uſefulneſs in the Church. Bur 
when I thus ſpeak, I would not be underſtood, 
as diſcouraging any from covering earneſily the 
beſt Gifts, or uſing ſuch helps that they can 


come at to increaſe their Stock. 


(3.) By their united Teſtimony againſt thoſe 


things which obſtruct the Kingdom of Chriſi and the 


Proſperity of it. Chrilt's Kingdom hath ever 
had Enemies to it; ſome have hath openly re- 
ſiſted it; and ſome that have attempred ſe- 
cretly to undermine it. All Chriff's Offces 
hath been oppoſed by Men of corrupt minds, 


but none of them more univerſally than bis 


Kingly Office. The World can generally bear 
any Religion rather than Chriſtianity in it's 


Power. How many place the Subſtance of 
their Religion in empty Form and Superſtiri- 
ons, inſtead of aiming at an heavenly Lite and 


Stare? 
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State? Yea, in the Reformed part of the 
World, many that will acknowledge Chriſt 
as 2 Saviour, Will not ſubmit to him. as a King; 
will cry up his Merits but can't endure his 
ſpiritual Precepts, Some in Defrine._ but more 
in Practice oppoſe Chriſt's Kingly Office, Now 
whenever the Sovereignty of Chriſt is invad- 
ed, and eſpecially an open Contempt is calt- 
upon his glorious Perſon and Laws, it becomes 
thoſe who love his Honour to be zealouſly 
concerned for the Vindication of it; and zo 
lift up their Voice like a Trumpet, againſt the 
growing Impieties and immoralities of the, 
Times wherein they live: And alſo againſt all 
Corruptions in his Wecr/ſhip whereby the King-. 
ly Office of Chriſt is invaded, yea Chriſt's fide- 
liry in bis Houſe reproached, as if the Rules he 
had given for his Worſhip were defective, and 
3 to be rectifyed by the Preceprs of 
en. 
I proceed ro ſhow, 

2. That when there are united Endeavours of 
Miniſters in this great Work, it gives matter of 
Comfort to thoſe who are faithfully labouring the 
Advancement of theKingdom of Cbriſt themſelves. 

This is matter of Comforr, © 

1. In that it gives Hope that the Work ſhall 
be ſucceſsfully forwarded. When many hands 
are at work there's hope much will be done. 
As when there was a joint concurrence among 
the People to build the walls of Feruſalem, the 
work went proſperouſly on, and their Enemies 
were diſpirited and aſhamed. This work is 
een carey 

« | 2 it 
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jr on. © Chriſt therefore bids us pray, that the 
Lord of tbe Hirve% would ſend La ourrrs into 
bis Harveſt, Mar 9. 37. When skiltul and 


faithful Miniſters are jointly purſſſig this 


great deſign of building up the Ki g om of 
Chrift, it gives ground ot hope that Chriſt 
will own and proſper them, that he will not 
Furniſh and ſend them in vain. Now if the 
Work of Chriſt be promoted all thar love it 
will rejoyce in it. The Apottle acquainrs us 
that his patience in his Sofferi gs for preach- 
ing and praltifi-g the Dottrines and Rules 
of rhe Goſpel, had been a means to e courage 
and embolden others to ſpeak the Word wi h- 
out fear; Which he ſaith was matter of re- 


joycing to bim, Phil. 1. 14 — 18. Tho* ſome 


( as he there intimates) did this for ill ends; 
yet inaſmuch as Chrift was pre iched he did 
therein rejoyce and would rrjryce + Bur the 


ground of rejoycing is much more when it is 


done with a ſincere affection and pure inten- 
tion to promote the Kingdom of Chriſt. 

2. It is a thing that tends to the Honour of 
Chrift, when bis Miniflers are united in ibeir 


Deſires and Endeavours to advance bis Kingdom. 


Hence Chriſt in his ſolemn Prayer before his 
Death, fo much inſiſts upon this Bleſſing of 
Union to himlelf, and Unuy among themſelves, 
in his Diſciples, Fobn 17. 11, 21, 23. Chrilt 
ha'h intruſted us with the weightieſt affair 
that the Sons of Men are capable of; even 
the Promulgation of that Goſpel which he 
bröught from the boſom of the Father, called 
the cee, of tbe Kingdom, the delign whereof 


is | ? 


5 
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is to bring Men and Women from the Ring- 
dom of Darkneſs, and to ſet up the Kingdom of 
Chriſt in their Heirts: to make them his 
willing Subjects and Followers. Now it is 
for the honour of Chriſt who ſends them 
when they are with one Heart, and one Soul 
carrying on this Deſign. Ir tends to convince 
the World that it is an honour due to Chriſt 
to have his Throne ſer up in their hearts; and 
that it is the higheſt intereſt of all Men to be 
willingly ſubje& ro him; and that Chriſt did 
not aim at ſome /eſſor and inferior ends, ſuch 
as ſome ſpend their zeal: about ; but that he 
might recover rebellious Man to à due Sub- 
jection to his rightful Lord, that | Chriſt 
mighr-reign in their hearts here, and finally 
make them conquerors over all their Enemies, 


and ſharers with him in his Triumphs in his 


Kiogdom of Glory for ever. 


3. This will give Encouragenent that the 
Work of Cbriſt ſhall be carried on, and bis King- 
dom promoted when we fhall be laid afide, Our 
time of Service for Chriſt, and the Aﬀairs of 
his Kingdom is but fhort. We! are not ſuffer'd 
70 continue by reaſon of Deatb- And have often 
Monitors in the removal of our Fe/low-Labour- 
ers * to remember us that we alſo are Earthen 
Veſſels ;, and that we muſt ſhortly put off theſe 


 Fabernacles. If then we have been heartily 


—  --. 


2 The Reverend Mr, Capen, Mr. Symmes, Mr. Marſh,&c. 
in rhis Province. n 

As well as Mr. Stevens, Mr. Whiting, & Mr. Epbraim 
Woodbridge in the neighbouring Sn. 
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engaged to further the Advancement of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, we ſhall defire the Perpetuity of ir, 
that he may appear yet more glorious, and 
many may. be bleſſed in him. Now tho* our 
hopes for this are eſpecially to be built upon 
the Power and Wiſdom of Chriſt, and the Pro- 
miſe of the Father, yet it tends much to en- 
courage our hopes when we actually ſee his 
Aſcention Gifts ſhed down upon many, who 
F | are diligently and faithfully improving them, 
| | not to ſerve themſelves, but fervently labour- 
| ing to promote the Glory of Chriſt; and to 
gain Souls to an hearty Submiſſion to him. 
. This will be ground of Comfort to us, for our 
| Children and Friends and Neighbours, whoſe 
> | om good we can't but heartily love and long 

or. 


USE I. Hence learn, How greatly it concerns 
| Miniſters to ſee to it, that they be them- 
- Selyes the ſincere and willing Subjefts of Chrift's 
i | Kingdom. It is a ſolemn word of the A poſtle, 
Rom. 2- 21, Thou that teacheſt another, teacheſt 
| thou not thy ſeif * What are all our Commen- 
| dations of Chriſt, and repreſentations of the 
| rightfulneſs of his Authority, the equity and 
wiſdom of his Laws, and the mildneſs and 
ſweetneſs of his Government, the ſureneſs and 

Tiches of his Rewards, but hypocriſy and an 
empty ſound of words? if at the ſame time 
we refuſe a hearty and practical conſent unto 
| | him as our Lord and King; and remain in a 
| willing thraldom to Satan and the Lufts of 
| eur own Hearts ? Who cannot but 8 | 

| luce 
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ſich a thought and dread the conſequent of it? 
But I may add here, it will be no ſmall help 
to our ſucceſsful management of this Work, if 
from our own obſervation and experience we 
can lay open to others the ſubtle devices of 
the grand Enemy of our Souls to hold us un- 
der bondage to him, and the methods he has 
uſed for our deception and deſtruction. And 
when our ſenſible feeling can enable us to 
ſhew them what an heavy loke Satan impoſes, 
how uncomfortable and unprofitable his Ser- 
vice is, yea how ſhameful and diſhonourable. 
How tree and wonderful the Grace of Chriſt 
hath been in tranſlating us out of the King- 
dom of Darkneſs into his own Kingdom. And 
what ſerenity, Joy and peace we have found 


in his Service; when by the ſtrictneſs and 


piety of our Converſations we gain an eſteem 
in the Conſciences of our Hearers. For natu- 
ral Conſcience (as we ſee in Herod with 1e(- 
pet to John Baptiſt, Hark 6. 20.) cannot but 
reverence gravity and innocence. Miniſterial 
faithfulneſs will oblige us to take heed to our 
Converſation, as well as to out Doctrine; that 
we may do nothing to alienate the minds of 
our Heaters from Chriſt, or ſtrengthen any 


pre jud ices in them againſt his Government: 


Eirher by indulging lightneſs and vanity, or a 
moroſe reſervedneſs, or diſcouraging auſterity - 
in our Converſes with them. 

Ard if Il m:-ght rake the liberty to offer a 
word of Advice ro the CANDIDATES for the 
Miniſtry, Jt ſhould be this, That upon the 
molt. ragrace. Deliberation, you-wouls make 

. choice 
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. choice of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as your Savis 


our and Lord. Ser wide open the Everlaſting 
Doors of your Souls that the King of Gl-ry may 
come in. That the Advancement ot his Ho- 


nour and Kingdom, Truth and Intereſts may 


lie near your Hearts, and may be the great 
things for which you devote your ſelves to his 
Service. And to this end get thorowly ac- 


quainted with the Nature, Excellency and 


Neceſſity of his Kingdom, & how much your 
Safety, and the Safety of thoſe you ſhall 
preach to is involved in a ſincere SubjeUion to 
to and dependence upon Chriſt, and living 
according to the Laws of his Kingdom. And 
particularly that you would watch againſt 
that /ight and airy Spirit, which ſo much pre- 


vails in this unſerious Age, that you mayn't 
appear or be ſuſpected to be under the con- 


duct of him who is call'd the Prince of ihe 
power of the Air. Your early devotedneſs to 


Chriſt and complacency in bim, will be your 


wiſdom and honour, as well as the Comfort 


and Joy of thoſe who are expecting you to be 


their Fellow helpers to this Kingdom. 


USE II. This may ſhew the reaſen why Satan 
end thoſe who are Subjefts to him are ſuch Ene- 
mies to a faithful Miniflry. Even becauſe it is 


their work and deſign to ſet up and eſtabliſh 


the Kingdom of Chrift, to beat down Satans 
Kingdom, and withdraw his Subjects from a 
quiet Subjection to him. All the wit and 
power of Hell has been excited on this ac- 
count, and the methods that have been uſed 

| Re Es rod 
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to oppoſe this Kingdom, both open and ſecrets 
from the early days of Chriſtianity even to 
our time, are too many to be enumerated. The 
reat reaſon of their oppoſition is becauſe if 
hriſts Kingdom be advanced, Satan's Kings 
dom muſt be weakned, Hence when the Se- 
venty returned giving an Account of their Mi- 
niſtry, Chriſt ſaith to them, Lak. 10. 18, I be- 
held Satan as lightning fall from Heaven. The 
Plain, powerful preaching of Chriſt hath been 
the great means of ſubverting Satan's King- 
dom, and beſure when ir is heartily received 
it will in the event effectually do it. That 
proud Spirit hath by divine permiſſion uſurped 
a Kingdom over Maikind, and he is ſpoken 
of as a flrong mn armed that keeps bis palace, 
and bis go-ds in pegce, till a ſironger than be 
comes & diſpoſſ-ffes him (La. 1121, 22.) Now 
Satan will not eaſily yield ro be dethroned; he 
hath many Artifices to maintain hisAuthority; 
and many Infruments to ſerve his Purpoſes ; 
who, though they don't profeſſedly declare 
themſelves of his Party, yet, in their practice 
oppoſe the ſetting up of his Kingdom, either 
in their own Hearts or in the World. They 
have an Enmity in their Hearts to the power 
and life of Chriſtianity ; can't bear the cloſa 
application of thoſe Truths which would dif- 
cover their reigning Luſts and divorce them 
from them. Men's Luſts are dear to them, 
though they will certainly prove deadly ra 
them if continued in. They are unwillingly 
brot to the practice of that /e//-denia! which 
Ckyilt enjoins, and to embrace thoſe ſtrift 757 
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ſpiritual Precepts which require the ſubjecti- 
on of the whole Man to Chriſt ; to yield ro 
thoſe great Commands of Repentance towards 
God, and Faith towards our Lord Feſw Chriſt ; 
ro fee and own their own impotency and un- 
worthineſs that Chriſt might be exalted in 
his Grace and in his Righreouſneſs. The cor- 
rupt heart in Man oppoſes theſe things, and 
Satan uſes his utmoſt skill to keep Chrift out 
of his right. There muſt be much ſtriving and 
wreltlingro reſcue the prey out ofSaran's hands. 
USE III. Let us then be animated with uni- 
ted Endeavours to purſue this Work of advancing 
the Kingdom of Chrift among s; and help one 
another by Counſels & Prayers as we are able; 
that the beſt methods may be taken & dili- 
gently followed to attend this. Tho“ we muſt 
expect oppoſition, yet we have no reaſon to bs 
aſhamed of our Work, or diſheartned in it. It 
is a great Traſt that the Lord Jeſus Chrilt re- 
poſeth in us, and a great Honour he puts upon 
us, to be inſtrumental to enlarge his Kirgdom; 
and to draw on his triumpbal Chariot, that he 
may ride forth conguerinę & to conquer; & that 
he may ſee the Travel of bis Soul to his Satisfaction, 
Our tho'ts ſhould be much employ'd how we 
may molt ſucceſsfully carry on this deſign a- 
mongſt thoſe that are our pecaliar care ¶ charge. 
I. Let s not think we have done enough to 
make them Chriſt's Subjects, that we have baptiz- 
ed them and brought them to profeſs Chriſt their 
Lord and Maſter. Tho“ this be a part of our 
Work, and a vifible Honour due to Chrift, 
John 13. 13. Te call me Maſter & Lord, and 


Fae. 
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are but nominal Chriſtians, and their plea will 
be rejected by Chriſt at laſt when they come 
for Ad miſſion into his heavenly Kingdom, But 
Jam fully perſwaded that I ſpeak to ſuch who 
underſtand their Work and Errand better than 
to be content with this. MW | 

2. Let us labour to promote a Conviltion in 
them of their real bondage & ſlavery to Satan and 


their own Luſis, while they continue to ſerve 


them. It ſeem*'d a Paradox to the carnal Jets, 
when Chriſt ſpake of making them free, ( Fobn 
8. 32.) they tho't they had no need of ſuch 
a Priviledge; and for the moſt part it is no 


eaſy thing to convince Men that they are un- 


der the reigning power of Sin; that Satan 
keeps poſſefſion of their hearts, even when re- 
ally it is ſo. A deceitful heart will have many 
pleas to make for itſelf: that it don't yield to 
the full ſway of it's Luſts, as many do ; and 


run into all exceſs of riot; that it hath a deteſ- 


tation of ſome Sins; That it makes ſome, tho 
weak and faint, reſiſtance in a day of Temp- 
tation: and therefore that what they do, they 
allow nor, or that they have ſome relentings 
of Spirit after the commiſſion of Sin,and have 
ſome wiſhes and defires they were delivered 
from it, and many times complain of it & pray 
againſt it. To find out & lay open theſe deceits 
is no ſmall or eaſy part of our Work; but it is 
certain till Perſons feel the power & domini- 
on of Sin in themſelves, and their need of vic- 
torious Grace to break the ſtrength of it, they 
will not betake themſelves toChriſt as a Lord 
«ndSeviour.The pelgs of bi if ſometimes kept 
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up in an indulgence of one ſinele sin; frequent: 
ly the great difficulty in the work of Cunver- 
fion lies in the want of a rhorow Reformation. 
Satan hath many ſtrong holds to which he re- 
rreats one after another, before he yields to 
Chrilt as a Conqueror, and quits his power in 
the heart of a Sinner; till this be doneChriſt's 
Kingdom is not ſer up in the Soul, for his Ser- 
wants we are to whom we yield our ſelves to obey, 
Rom, 6. 16. Q 
3. We bad need be much in dealing with the 
Conſciences of Men, by enforcing on them, the 
reaſonableneſs equity®@ juſtice of Chriſt's Gover n= 
ment. It concerns us not only to inform their 
Underandings about the Truth ro prevent 
miſtakes & errors either in faith or practice, 
and to excite their affections, but we muſt deal 
with their Conſciences,by ſhewing the righrtulz 
neſs of Chrilt's Authority over them, & the equi- 
ty & wiſdom of his Laws. Ir tends much to 
further the ſucceſs of our work if we can gain 
_Confcience to our aſſiſtance in it, & ſo cloſely 
apply the divine Law, that it may be evident 
that God, and not Man only ſpeaks to them: 
And that what he requires zs Þoly juſt & good: 
Piety towards God from whom we have our 
Beings & all our Benefits is moſt becoming, and 
the heglect of it moſt ungratetul How rea- 
Tonable is love to our fellow Creatures, & how 
much more to our fe/low Chriſtians, Who not 
only have the ſame commonNature with ours, 
bur are of the ſame myltical body of Chriſt ? 
How reaſonable as well as comfortable is that 
Work of God, that we believe in bim whom be bath 


e 
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ent ? This is honourable to Chriſt & ſafe ta 


us. He is the only frong Tower, to which we 
may run © be ſafe. How pleaſant & gracious 
are thoſe commands which require us to look 
and wait for compleat and endleſs Blefſedneſs 
in a future World? When our wearied & often 


diſappointed Souls do experimentally teach 


us the vanity & emptineſs of all things ſhore 
of it? Tit. 2, 13, Looking for the bleſſed hope 
and the glorious appearing of the great GOD even 
our Saviour. Mat. 6. 19, 20. Lai. 5 5. 2. If we can 
be helpful to rouze up obr Heaters from their 
deep carnality & ve of earthly things, which 
more than any one Sin, threatens to drown tbem 
in deſiruition & perdition : And get their Cons 


ſciences at liberty to debate with them about 


Heaven & Hell, Fudgment & Eternity; it would 
be greatly helpful ro enforce theLaws of Chriſt 
upon them, which direct them in the way to 
their Bleſſed neſs. | 

4. Ir muſt be our great aim to get Chriſt en- 
throned in the hearts ef our Hearers, that he may 
be their beloved and choſen Lord, that they 
may ſee jthemſelves happy & ſate under his 


Government. To this end, a great part of our 
work is to ſet forth the amiable properties of 


Chriſt, whois the King of his Church. He whom 
we call them to ſubmit unto, is the Lord of 
Glory, the Prince of the Kings of the Earib. One 
highly exalted both by nature & donation : one 


that hath acquired the Juſteſt right to out 


hearts by the ſtrongeſt endearments of match- 
leſs Love. Such a King before whom the high- 
elt Angels humbly adore, & at whoſe wo or 
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look the very Devils 1r7emble- A King that is 
moſt able to defend his faithful Subjects; moſt 
graciousE ready to accept their willing hearts 
when their Services are but weak & few, and 

moſt liberal in his Rewards to thote that are 
faithful to him. He hath Heaven ir ſelf with 
all its beauty, royalry & glory to give ro his 
followers. Yea, will bring them nor only ro 
ſee his glory but ro ſhare in it, will make - 
them Kings & Priefls zo God. And it is as he 

is King that he ſavingly applies all thoſe in- 
valuable benefits, which as a Prie# he hath 
purchaſed, & as a Prophet he hath revealed un- 

to us. It is in the execution of this Office that 
he changes our natures, & ſubdues our ene- 
mies, & continually guards us in our paſſage 
thro* the World, which juſtly renders him 
worthy of all acceptation-. If God will graciouſly 
aſſiſt us ro diſplay Chriſt's Glory, & his Holy 
Spirit enlighten the eyes of our Hearers to ſee 
ir, Chriſt will be admired by them, and they 
will be bleſſed in him. 7 

5- Let us never forget to follow our beſt En- 
deavours with ſervent Prayers for the ſucceſs of 

them. That this glorious King, who alone can 
make bis arrows ſharp in the beart of bis Enemies, 
would make the People fall under bim. We are 
inſtructed in this part of our Duty by theApoſ- 
tolical practice, Aﬀs 6. 4. — We will give our 
Selves continually to prayer and the miniſtry of 
tbe word — . And that command, I/a+ 66. 6,7. 

I bave ſet watchmen upon thy walls O Feruſalem, 

which ſhall never bold their peace day nor night, ye 

that make mention of ibe Lord keep not ſilence, & 
| EY 2 
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give him no reſt till be eſtabliſp, and till be make 
Feruſalem a praiſe in the earth . It is his vito» 
fious Grace alone that can revive us in out 
languiſhing ſtare, & make bis work appear unto 
his Servants and his glory to their. Children: 
Chriſt can glorify himſelf ſo far as he will. 
Let we muſt not confine our Prayers to out 
ſelves, but muſt pray for the enlargement of | 
his Kingdom throughout the World, as P/a/m "0 

67. 2. That thy way may be known upon earth, 
thy ſaving bealih among all nations. And it 
ſhould increaſe our fervency ſo much the more 
as the Day approaches for the birth of Prophecies. 
We ſhould be concerned for the Preſervation 
and Defence of Churches already planted, that 

no weapon formed againſt them might proſper, and 
that God would be a wall of fire round about 
them: That ſuch as are under Oypreſſion ma 
have Deliverance and may obtain Grace 7 12 
niſh their Teſtinony - That Chriſt would great- 
ly increaſe the number of his Churches, and 
furniſh them with Paſtors after bis own beart, 
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ing. That his Ordinances may be continued 
in Purity; that the Word, Seals and Cenſures 
may be rightly adminiſtred. That his People 


a that may feed them with knowledge & under ſiand- 
| 
may be enriched with all Graces. That Truth 
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28 The Great Daty of Miniſters © 
Falls into decay, may have the ſmiles of Hea- 
ven upon them. And that they ro whoſe in- 
ſpection & conduct they are committed may 
have all needed Qualifications & Aſſiſtance to 
furniſh them for it. And we ſhould not for- 
get to praiſe God for ſuch generous. Benefaltors 
who do /tberally apply their Eſtates to promote 
the growth and flouriſhing of theſe Nur/erys 
of Learning, and to pray that the belt of Bleſ- 
lings may be returned unto them. | | 
Fidelity in theſe Things will entitle us to 
Chriſt's Acceptance and promiſed Rewards, 
| which will abundantly compenſate for all our a 


| Selt-denial, Patience and Labours holv much 
| ſoever they be, | : 
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